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•	 Tyla Howe who graduated in May 
2026

•	 Skyla Rawson who completed 
her diploma in April 2026 and 
who has started her degree

LONG SERVICE AWARDS:

This year’s Long Service Award 
recipients were :
•	 Euan Scrivener - 10 years of 

service to OKA on May, 9, 2016
•	 Sonya Williams, 10 years of 

service to OKA on May 30, 2016;
•	 Ann Matthews, 10 years of 

service to OKA as a reliever on 
March 24, 2016

•	 Sarah Hunter, 10 years of service 
to OKA as a reliever on June 16, 
2016

•	 Sarah Newlands, 20 years of 
service to OKA on March 1, 2006

REGISTRATION AND GRADUATION:

She also paid tribute to the small group of 
women who were determined to create 
something better for local children and families. 
“Among these remarkable women such as 
Edna McCulloch, Hilda Gardiner, Valerie Laney 
and Jean Spear are many others whose names 
are etched in the history of this Association. 
When I reflect on the OKA today, I see the same 
qualities continuing to shape this organisation. 
The names may have changed but the values 
remain. The challenges may be different but 
the courage is the same,” she said.
“The story of OKA is an extraordinary one. It is 
a story worth celebrating. It is a legacy worth 
preserving. And it is a future worth building 
together. Congratulations on a remarkable 75 
years and may the next chapter be every bit as 
inspiring as the last”.
NZK Board Chair Sarah Tocker and Vice-Chair 
Dr Jean Martin were also in attendance at the 
celebrations. Sarah spoke to her report referring 
to the Maheno rebuild as a major highlight of 
the OKA year, saying the project represented 
a significant investment in the future of early 
childhood education within the community.
“Despite early challenges, the project has been 
carefully managed and delivers a purpose-
built environment that will support high-quality 
learning for generations to come,” she said.

Former OKA President 
Rosalie Hyslop also 
commended OKA for 
their 75th Anniversary.
“Long before I ever sat 
around a board table, 
long before I became 
President or later a Life 

Member, I was simply a kindy kid myself,” she 
said. “Congratulations on 75 wonderful years of 
OKA and here’s to the next generation of kindy 
kids”.
Reports from each of the OKA five kindergartens 
were summarised to the audience by respective 
Head Teachers, together with a report by 
Senior Teacher Karen Hailes, who highlighted 
the journey being undertaken by OKA into the 
Frobelian principles, by revisiting the foundations 
laid by Fredrich Frobel, who established the first 
kindergartens, and also from Tracey Drummond, 
Bi-Cultural Lead, OKA.
The Annual Report summarised the OKA Year 
milestones for the organisation: 235,516 hours 
of Early Childhood Education was funded by the 
Ministry of Education; OKA enrolled 375 children 
during the year; 48 children were provided with 
transport in the OKA van; OKA provided 11,800 
meals to support children at Casa Nova and 
Glen Warren Kindergartens; $36,115.50 was 
invested into Professional Development for 
the Association; and, OKA maintained 100% 
registered and certified teachers in every 
kindergarten.

Oamaru Kindergarten’s 2025 Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) held in early June was just one 
of the highlights of a huge week of celebrations 
for the organisation. Not only did it spotlight 
75 years of the OKA Free Kindergarten, it 
also honoured the 100 year anniversary of 
New Zealand Kindergartens (NZK), plus, saw 
the opening of the purpose-built Maheno 
Kindergarten, replacing an earlier structure. 

OKA General Manager Julie 
Craig welcomed board 
members (present and past), 
teachers, families and whanau 
and guests to the AGM held 
at the Brydone Hotel on 

Thursday, June 4. Her address was highlighted 
by a message received from OKA Life Member 
Letty Divers (nee Bradford) who congratulated 
OKA and noted how increased appreciation of 
the importance of pre-school education had 
significantly increased over the past 75 years.
“Children are the focus of kindergarten but it is 
the support of their parents that has been key 
to extending the growth of the kindergarten 
movement in Oamaru,” Mrs Divers said. “I 
treasure the interest that I have had since the 
early beginnings of Kindergarten in Oamaru and 
best wishes for the future and continuation of 
your wonderful child-centred projects.”
Julie’s address highlighted not only the 75th 
and 100th anniversaries, and the Maheno 
Kindergarten re-build, it outlined that whilst the 
past and present challenges may be different, in 
many ways they were the same.
“What I am most proud of is our unwavering 
determination to continue to provide high-quality 
barrier-free early childhood education to this 
community,” Julie said. “OKA does this every 
single day and I am proud of everyone who plays 
a part in making this happen. History tells us 
there will always be challenges. What makes us 
strong is the way we meet them together, always 
keeping the children at the heart of our work.
“ As we step into the next 75 years, I feel both 
hopeful and proud,. Our future will be shaped by 
the strength of our past and by every one of you 
who continue to be part of the story,” Julie said.
In her address to the OKA AGM, Jill Bond, 
CEO NZK, said it was a privilege to celebrate a 
remarkable milestone, 75 years of the Oamaru 
Kindergarten Association.
“Anniversaries such as this invite us to do three 
things - to honour the past, celebrate our present 
and consider the future we are creating for the 
generations who will follow us.”
Jill Bond said together, the two milestones, OKA’s 
75 years of service to tamariki, whanau and 
community and NZK - 100 years as the collective 
national voice for kindergarten in Aotearoa, told 
a powerful story - a story of people who believed 
that children matter; a story of communities 
prepared to invest in the future; and, a story of 
courage, persistence and collective action.”

OKA AGM CELEBRATES MILESTONES

A number of Acknowledgement 
of Association Achievements for 
2025/2026 presentations were also 
made at the AGM.
Julie Craig said  this year, OKA wanted 
to celebrate a very special group of 
people who often work quietly in the 
background and who often have one 
of the toughest jobs of all; they are the 
Relievers.
“To put it into perspective, there has 
only been one day this year when 
we haven’t needed to call on one of 
these wonderful people. They walk 
into different kindergartens, adapt 
instantly to different settings, teams 
and whatever the day happens to 
bring - time and again they simply step 
in and step up,” Julie said.
Those celebrated for their service 
as Relievers were Robyn Houliston, 
Michele Fellows, Sarah Hunter and 
Michelle Uerata.
Acknowledgement of Association 
Achievements for 2025/2026 
presentations also included:

AGM 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

OF ASSOCIATION 
ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 

2025/2026
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The rebuild of the Maheno Kindergarten 
has been on the horizon and OKA drawing 
board for several years and the dream 
finally all came together in May 2026 
when the new purpose-built facility was 
constructed on the original site and officially 
opened. OKA CEO Julie Craig undertook 
the project with determination and focus, 
and in mid-September last year, in one of 
the biggest changes ever for the children, 
families, whanau and teachers of Maheno 
Kindergarten, they moved into temporary 
premises in Short Street. Coupled with the 
move was the need to have the temporary 
premises certified and fit-for-purpose. 
Then, with plans and finance approved, 
the demolition crew moved in, the site 
was cleared and construction began. The 
absolute pinnacle of the operation happened 
as part of the planned events to celebrate 
both the 75th anniversary of OKA and the 
100th Centennial of NZK. An open day was 
staged on June 3 and later the same day, 
an official blessing and opening ceremony 
took place and Maheno Kindergarten had 
returned to its original site in Clifford Street, 
Maheno, with a brand new building.
NZK CEO Jill Bond, 
speaking at the official 
ceremony said the 
opening of the new 
building and celebration 
was about more than a 
building.
“It was a powerful reminder of what happens 
when a community comes together 
around its children. The pride, enthusiasm, 
generosity and support on display reflected 
exactly the same spirit that inspired 
Edna McCulloch, Hilda Gardiner and their 
contemporaries 75 years ago,” Jill said. “I 
have no doubt they would have looked at 
Maheno and recognised something very 
familiar”.
Congratulations Maheno and everyone who 
assisted with the moves and rebuild.

	» Term Break - Closed from: Monday July 6th 
Reopens: Monday July 20th

	» Matariki - Friday July 10th 

CASA NOVA KINDERGARTEN: 

UPCOMING CLOSURES:
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	» Teacher only day - Thursday July 16th 
ALL OF OUR KINDERGARTENS WILL BE CLOSED ON:

The language can shift quite a bit too — 
sometimes really imaginative, other times 
just everyday talk. Kaiako are part of this 
as well, listening in, responding, and now 
and then adding something to extend the 
thinking a little.
You might feel a sense that things are 
unhurried. There can be a feeling of calm, 
but also little bursts of excitement and 
energy. Overall, it feels like tamariki are 
comfortable, involved, and able to be 
themselves in their play.
Engaging with nature is connected to having 
access to natural materials, experiencing 
and understanding nature and its place. 
Through real life experiences where tamariki 
can learn about the interconnectedness of 
living things. Exploring properties, textures 
and the relationship we can have with them 
in our play, growing to think about the bigger 
picture such as sustainability.
Engaging with nature is about tamariki 
having access to natural materials and 
using it in their play. It’s not always planned 
or obvious. A lot of it just happens as they 
go.
What you might see in play is the use of 
items like sticks, mud, leaves, stones, 
picking things up, putting them together, 
pulling them apart, going back to the same 
materials again, sometimes looks messy or 
a bit random, not always a finished “product”. 
You might hear “look at this” / “why is it like 
that?”, curiosity and wonderings. You might 
feel a sense that they’re interested, even if it 
looks simple and over time developing care 
for and sharing their interest in nature. 

As we continue to share Froebelian 
principles, in this newsletter we will reflect 
on the principles of the central importance 
of play and engaging with nature its woven 
connection through our curriculum Te 
Whāriki and what you might see, hear and 
feel within our kindergartens.
The central importance of play is really 
that it’s just part of being human. It’s how 
tamariki work through their feelings, ideas, 
and what they’ve experienced in their lives. 
Through play, you often see them move 
into new ways of thinking, imagining, and 
creating, sometimes without even realising 
they are doing it.

For us, it’s important 
that tamariki have 
ownership of their play. 
They need the space 
to lead it themselves. 
Our role as kaiako is 
to be there alongside 
them — not taking over, 
but offering support, 
guidance, or a thought 
when it feels right, to 
help deepen what’s 
already happening.

You might see tamariki starting their own 
play and following what they are interested 
in at the time. Sometimes they are really 
focused and stay with something for quite 
a long time, and other times they move in 
and out more quickly. They might be trying 
things, changing their minds, or having 
another go in a different way. There’s often 
building, pretending, or creating something, 
and then going back to it again later. A lot 
of this happens with others too, where they 
are sharing ideas, negotiating, or working 
things out together as they go.
You might hear lots of different things 
happening. Tamariki talking through their 
ideas, telling stories, asking questions, or 
just chatting as they play. There can be 
back-and-forward conversations when 
they’re figuring things out or deciding what 
comes next.

FROBELIAN PRINCIPLES STORY MAHENO 
KINDERGARTEN 
REBUILD AND 

OFFICIAL OPENING

SCAN ME

To view the 
AGM document


